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ALETTER TO OUR FRIENDS AT CHRISTMAS

Dear Friends,

We write to you at the end of the Copenhagen Conference on Climate Change, which we regarded as the most impor-
tant conference ever held by humans. This conference in many ways should have determined whether we would
change our life styles to live within the regenerative capacity of the biosphere or go on merrily to a doomsday sce-
nario. It was one of the decisive moments in history when humans were called to place the mirror to their faces and
ask the simple question, how do we collectively address the challenges of global temperature increases and its con-
VHTXHQFHYV 2Q WKH JHRORJLFDO WLPH VFDOH KXPDQV DSSHDUHG RQ WKI
but we have become the single lethal weapon against nature in the pursuit of growth, power and status. This is one
time in history when the failure to change our ethos could prove fatal.

$V +HOHQ .HOOHU RQFH VDLG QR SHVVLPLVW HYHU GLVFRYHUHG WKH VHF
RSHQHG D QHZ GRRUZD\ IRU WKH KXPDQ VSLULWp 'HVSLWH WKH IuUDJLOUW
and live to the consequences of climate change, we remain optimistic that these challenges will be met. We are con-
fident that the human survival gene motivated by the expectancy of tomorrow will bring change sooner rather than
later. That is why in the last year, despite the many constraints we faced, we worked with groups in the Eastern Car-
ibbean to reduce C@emissions by over 869.60MTCg&equivalent; created employment for over 76 persons; trained
over 690 individuals; funded 8 projects working to reduce and potentially eliminate the use of toxic chemicals in soils
and water, and ultimately the food chain; and gave hope to several individuals and communities. Our investment of
US$380,969 attracted over US$392,820 in cdunding, making for a total investment of US$773,789.

We are not alone in generating positive environmental impacts, for we work in collaboration with severdhteral
and multHateral agencies as well as Governmental and N@&overnmental Agencies. Creating smart partnerships
that work is part of our mandate.

As the climate change conference ended and delegates headed home, there is still scepticism that the global eco-
nomic giants will make binding commitments to reducing greenhouse gases to levels which will keep temperature
rise below 1.C. Amidst this pessimism, there is also hope that in the interest of a sustained quality of life for all
and the urgency of the collective, we will supersede the compulsions of economic and-pgetitical power. The com-
monality of our destiny should be enough to persuade us to act, but the forces of the individualistic mind, selfish mo-
tives and the redundant concept of the nation state, appear to be the driving forces in ascension. Despite these ten-
dencies, we remain optimistic that we will change or follow the end of ti@ibo species in St. Lucia.(continued on
page 4
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